AIl-ISRA

§ International Journal of
Vol.:5, Issue: 1, Jan -March 2026 PP: 486-497

OPEN ACCESS
( Al-ISRA J

Islamic Thought

ISSN: 2959-3603
www.israjr.com

S QA L f L S
An analytical study of the authority of Custom (Urf) and
the conditions for its validity in Islamic Jurisprudence

Niaz Ur Rahman
M.Phil Scholar, Department of Islamic Studies, AWKU Mardan
Email: Niazurrahmanl00@gmail.com

Asad Ali Khan
M.Phil Scholar, Department of Islamic Studies, AWKU Mardan
Email: Asadkh455466@gmail.com

Aurangzeb
M.Phil Scholar, Department of Islamic Studies, AWKU Mardan
Email: aurangzeb5397@¢mail.com

Abstract

This article is the legal authority of Urf and the essential conditions
required for its recognition in Islamic Jurisprudence. Islamic law
acknowledges Urf as a secondary source of legislation, provided that it
does not contradict the Quran, Sunnah, or established principles of
Shariah. The study highlights the concept, significance and Juristic
basis of Urf in the light of classical and contemporary Islamic legal
thought. It further analyzes the conditions that render a custom
legally wvalid, including its prevalence, continuity, clarity, and
conformity with Islamic injunctions. Using an analytical and
descriptive research methodology, the paper explores the role of Urf in
addressing contemporary legal and social issues. The findings
demonstrate that a sound and recognized custom facilitates legal
flexibility and strengthens the practical application of Islamic law
while preserving its fundamental objectives. The study concludes that
Urf when fulfilling the prescribed conditions, remains an effective
instrument of Ijtihad and legal interpretation in modern Islamic
Jurisprudence.

Keywords: Urf, Legal authority, Islamic Jurisprudence, Custom,
Shariah, Islamic Law, Ijtihad, Validity of Custom.
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