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Abstract 
The subject of Sirat al-Nabi is being objected to by Orientalists due to 
its breadth and effectiveness. Orientalists and Western critics have 
presented objections to Sirat al-Nabi in different ways in every era. 
Bernard Lewis was a famous Orientalist of the recent past. He was an 
American historian of Judaism who specializes in Oriental studies. 
Islam and the Muslim world have been a particular subject of his 
scholarly interest. He has also tried to shed light on the current 
relationship between the Islamic world and the West. He criticized 
and raised objections on various aspects of the blessed biography of the 
Prophet in the context of Islamic civilization. In this article, some of 
the objections raised by Bernard Lewis on the Prophet's biography 
will be examined on a scientific basis. 
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 "This is not so much a history of the Arabs as an essay in 

Interpretation.”
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"The prophet seems to have been born in Mecca between AD 570 and 

580 in the family of Banū Hāshim"�� 
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"The first period of the exact date of Mohammad’s birth is unknown. 
Caussin de Perceval calculates that the date was August 20, 

A.D.570.�
 According to Sprenger it was April 13, A.D.571"�� 
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‘‘The Prophet seems have born in Mecca between AD 570 and 580 in 
the family of Banū Hāshim, a reputable family of Quraysh, though 
not one of the dominant oligarchy. Muhammad himself is said to have 
been brought up as an orphan in poor circumstances, probably by his 

grandfather”�� 
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“Muhammad was born into the clan of Hāshim, one of the most 

distinguished family groups in Mecca.” �� 
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“Little is known of the ancestry and early life of Muhammad, and 

even that little has dwindled steadily as the progress of modern 
scholarship has called one after another of the data of Muslim 

tradition into question.” �	 
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“Then he engaged in trade himself is probably, though not certain.”��  
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“Mecca was a trading city and the frequent use of commercial 
metaphors and turns of phrase in Quran suggests some trading 
experience. The traditions … which tell off trading journeys to 
neighboring countries call for reserve. Certainly there is little 

evidence in Muhammad’s teaching of acquaintances with them.”�
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“He acquired wealth and position by marrying Khadija, the widow of 

rich merchant.”
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