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Abstract

This paper presents an analytical exploration of the intellectual crisis
emerging from the interaction between modernity and religious
thought in the contemporary world, particularly from an Islamic
perspective. It examines how modernity —rooted in rationalism,
secularism, and material progress —has challenged traditional modes
of faith, spirituality, and divine authority. The study investigates the
resulting tension between reason and revelation, science and
spirituality, and individualism and divine morality. Within the
Islamic framework, the paper arques that Islam, as a comprehensive
system of life, accommodates reason and progress without detaching
from divine guidance. The research highlights the causes of the crisis,
including Western intellectual dominance, loss of authentic
scholarship, and misinterpretation of modern values. Finally, it
proposes a balanced intellectual reconstruction through ijtihad,
integration of faith and reason, and revival of ethical-spiritual
consciousness, ensuring that modern advancements serve rather than
undermine the objectives of Islam.

Keywords: Modernity, religious thought, Islamic philosophy,
secularism, rationalism, faith and reason, ijtihad, intellectual crisis,
spiritual renewal.
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“Cogito, ergo sum” — “I think, therefore I am.”1
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“Knowledge itself is power.”2
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“Modernism is not merely a set of ideas, but a psychological revolt
against divine quidance and the unseen.”
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“Reason is not the opposite of faith, but when it isolates itself from
revelation, it turns into a tool of destruction.”
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“The Muslim mind has fallen into imitation, and the light of reason
which once illuminated the world through Islam, has been dimmed by

blind conformity.””
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“The ultimate aim of the ego is not to see something, but to be
something.”?
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“The misfortune of Muslims is that the men of religion know nothing
of the world, and the men of the world know nothing of religion.”10
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“The modern age is the age of reason, but reason without faith leads
to destruction.”12
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“The spirit of Islam is essentially a spirit of rationalism, but of

rationalism which recognizes its limitations.”13
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“The ultimate aim of the ego is not to see something, but to be
something.”14
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“The Islamic State is an ideological state which derives its
sovereignty from God alone.”17
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“Islamic civilization was the first to recognize knowledge as a divine
trust, and science as a form of worship.”?>
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“The intellectual reconstruction of Islam is possible only if we retrieve
the spirit of ijtihad.”?’
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