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Abstract  
This study offers a comparative exploration of the relationship between linguistic 
expression and revelatory meaning as reflected in Rumi’s Mathnawi-e Ma‘nawi 
and Ismail Haqqi Bursawi’s Tafsir-e Ruh al-Bayan. Both works stand at the 
intersection of mystical hermeneutics and spiritual pedagogy, yet they represent 
two distinct but complementary modes of engaging with revelation: poetic 
articulation and exegetical exposition. The research focuses on how each text 
conceives the suluk (journey) of the word—from its outward articulation to its 
inward spiritual resonance—and how this journey becomes a medium for unveiling 
the multilayered nature of divine guidance.  Employing a comparative hermeneutic 
method, the study examines how key Qur’anic themes—such as divine love, inner 
purification, spiritual ascent, human accountability, and the unveiling of truth—
are reframed in symbolic language within the Mathnawi, while Ruh al-Bayan 
grounds these themes in a structured interpretive framework rooted in Sufi 
epistemology. The analysis highlights how Rumi’s narrative metaphors, parables, 
and experiential imagery transform revelatory meanings into existential insights, 
whereas Bursawi’s tafsir explicates these meanings through linguistic precision, 
prophetic traditions, and mystical commentary.  Ultimately, the study argues that 
both works share a unified objective: to guide the seeker from the surface of the word 
to the depths of spiritual realization. By illuminating the interplay between poetic 
intuition and exegetical clarity, this research contributes to broader discussions on 
the semantics of revelation, Sufi hermeneutics, and the interpretive role of language 
in Islamic mystical thought. 
Keywords: Mathnawi, Ruh al-Bayan, Mystical Tafsir, Sufi Hermeneutics, 
Revelation, Spiritual Semantics, Comparative Study, Rumi. 
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 @Ù·�� Ú "  

��N .۔ O¹ ¾a O+ L Û� L `�Na O z ���+ Ü .  ��^�N¬ C® 1� Ý�� Þ����;< 
�
Ò��Ï ß ¢ 

 à;< á âã äِå ����æ p
 O��  �Tç k�Na O 1 è Y  Áéê�� �ë ��� ì�  ِ ���Ní�î�� ������ ï;< ،Ô ،��ð ،e , ��
� Y’’e ‘‘Ä����  ،. �ñ۔  `�Na O  ِ�
/0 �Ì L’’��ð ‘‘ ،��ò � $’’Ô ‘‘ ،ï� ��ó k�Na O 1 «�N¬’’ï;< ‘‘ � $

 ������ ،ô� ٓ�’’ì�  ِ ���Ní�î�� ‘‘۔. õ �N¿ O z ïö �� ÷ø ù�� ��� � , - 
ú C® 1� S�� ،Y  ��û �;<ü L  �

 ������� Cýþ S��ý Ü ،���æ�N �í
 ��O ���Y � �I �( � �N� O 1  a�: 

“� ��� ¢�N¬ � ���� ��  aT	 � ٓ� �N�O ���� «�N¬ ؛ ��Í��  aT	 � ٓ� 7 ، ��Í�� ¢�N¬ 
��� �;<��a�8.”  
 � �۔" a���
 � 7 \ &�� p�O  a�a � �N�O�N¿ O o ����� p�O  �
W�� &�� «�N¬ ؛.  a���
 7 8 ،. ¢�N¬ 
��� �"  

 � �� 1 � �ð� i� �Ó S��Y �(  ��É �Ê z  ��
 ���� �ø 1 &�� ������: 
“� � ٓ� Ð �� ��;< � �?� � ��Í�� ���  

 ��Í��� � �� 7 ���� ��;< ;�
 O� ٓ� ��N¿ O b�?� �9”  
��N .۔" O! I �?� ��N ÁÂ ;<�  ;<� 7 \ &�� . �N�O� ٓ� , &�� � �N¬ L ï;< ��N¿ O Ü ؛. ô� ٓ� � �?� � � ��"  

Ì L Ä���� b . c( é� z  �T�Na O &��  �T��  ¢!� ٓ� �ø p
 O�� � � (pedagogical instrument) 
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� ��� �
���� �  ��! " # $% &' ( 	
�) * + , �— .→ 
 �/0
� →   �
��� 12��→ 3 → 4 → 
 6۔

7 	8 9 	: (semantic plurality)  " J  KLMN " . O PQ �R + ST U�� V �۔ ��
  KLW + X% YZ[ ( 	: \ � ]^_ ` ۔a bc de f��
hء # 2��� i��j � # 	
�) � ،� k’’m n ‘‘ ��K �c p

�q �rsM۔—� ٓ� J 
�u i��j � v # w�� 	
�) \ � x yz { ،� |rs 4 } 
���j � 
~� � � � ��� 
 . \ �  
������  J 6 w��  j��  ��
��  x�  + purely textual � V Y�̂_
� �  ،�— w��  
�̂_��

 U��  
�̂_�� ،a ��  ��� PQ ��� �^�
� �Q�
K� ���2  
��� �� a۔ �� :	 4 ،. 9 ��_̂�j � ��̂_rs . 
�̂_�� 	
�) 9 � Y�̂_
�


 k � 4 ِ3 �۔���� #  ��� 
�̂_
� ِ� :S� ��̂_
� ِ� :S� ��̂_
� ِ� :S� ��̂_
� ِ� :S� � K�Q �8 &  ̂_ 9  ��¡�� K�Q �8 &  ̂_ 9  ��¡�� K�Q �8 &  ̂_ 9  ��¡�� K�Q �8 &  ̂_ 9  ��¡��————¢¢¢¢£̂_��K� i��j � 
�̂_��  K¤Q �2¥ £̂_��K � i��j � 
�̂_��  K¤Q �2¥ £̂_��K � i��j � 
�̂_��  K¤Q �2¥ £̂_��K � i��j � 
�̂_��  K¤Q �2¥  
�^_
� �ِ+ � ¦§¨  ��¡��   K¤©ª« 	¬  ^_ 	­ PQ ��� ® ( ¯M Y��
�� &  ̂_  ِ. 9 , � � ���  �^_

�� �۔ ��±² °K�%�� f��2 # ³´ µ�� J ���2 ِ¶ � � ��K�c ·rs J 
�u # 
~� �� Y�^_
� PQ ��� ��� � ،��K �c ¸ � 
 9  KL
�¨ & ¹��  ِ
�� º »¼½¾ ¿ & , � ÀÁ Â PQ ���  ̂_ PQ �rs


�
Ã
�� # 	 
̈Ãُj �’’ KL¨ ‘‘ bq 
~� ��� ÅÆ 9  j�Ç) È #

 É ،�’’. ‘‘ É  
�̂_�� ،� bÊ  
�Ë�� Ì &’’4 ‘‘ 
�̂_��  K¤Q �2¥ ¢ 9 $% ÍÁ w�� ۔� bq Î 9 6 &
Ï ̂_ S


�
�� ��̂_rs £^_��K� i��j � _a Ŝ۔

“ َ ِ�X ُيُفِيض ' ُ FG ِفْظ � الل' دُ &�ِ ' يَتَجَس' ُ FG ِوْت � الص' فُ &�ِ �ِلُ مِنْ عَاPَِ الْغَيْبِ فَيَتَلَط' ْ �̀ ُ نُورٌ يَ �aَْعَانِيهِ عََ� الو
  ”.10القُلُوبِ 

"�� Ñ + . É ،� ��K �c q È 9  KL¨ É ،� ��K �q À

�
���� � � Ò ِÓÔ � � 
�� PQ ���  ̂_ 
�^_�� ،� ��K �Ê 
�Ë

rs £r| �۔ ÕÖ���� J �×rs ( YØ µ�� É"  
 
�Ù `’’ K¤Q �2¥ ¢ ‘‘� rsÚ &— 
~� � + Û a  KLW Y��
�� � ،� �Ü�� 1Ý

�
Þ Í�rs ®  Åyß�� #  ��� ٓ�
/à á

  
���� µ�� Y� ٓ�
/à  ِ Åyß�� PQ �rs

�
Ã
 �۔ ��±² ° # �� ��Kâãä
� å������æ Y�^_
� çè PQ ��� éê’’ë���Q �
���^_ ì Y ‘‘ � a í
�

Â PQ ��� PK� î i��j � � î 	
~� ��� ÅÆ #  Åyß�� ï Yë x ۔a dð ñ ò & YØ 9 ó��j � # ���2 linkage 
 �^_ ö ،a �Ê ÷)’’Yø�� ُùª2 ‘‘۔a ú 

طِنَةٌ يَتَجَاوَبُ بَعْ “ َ�ا سfََسِلُ 7 َgَ ُات َ ِTَا فُتُوحَاتٌ جَدِيدَةٌ ال َ ْ �kِدُ م � القَلْبِ، فَيَتَوَل' ا مَعَ بَعْضٍ &�ِ َ ُ �n11.”  
 a �Ê ��û۔" KL�ü } Ê q ý� ٓ� � � þ�_̂rs PQ ��� 9 Àrs � a �q ï i��j � 9 ó��j � #  Åyß��"  

 Y�� 12+ � �� 

�
��   �� V 9� ��rs �۔ ��� KL��Q ���^_
� �¨ U
�Z 
�Ù x’’���Q �
���^_ ì i��j � ‘‘ � � (

a 	 rs 
���
/à 
~� �� +: 
“� 
� ó��j � 
�rs ��
� ¢ 
~� ��
� � � 
� 
~� � rs
 
���� Àrs � �� \  K¤��rsrs� �� � rs 	��12.”  
" ì Ü PQ ��� Ê � � � 
� þ�̂_rs �
�  
~� � æ �c q 
���� Àrs � � a �q؛ �� 
� � 9 ó��j � # . 
~� � �
  "rs| �۔
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����� $%�� &  ����� �'( )�* +, - .�*% /  �

 �� ٓ�  �'( ) 1 2 3 �� 45 � � & 6���� 7 �
�
�8�� ������ 9: ، �<�����*

 �*� =! > ����* $%�� ?@ 7 A B�*C = Dُ�� & F� ٓ� ������ ،2 �*�=! GH ���
 ���IJ K
 =�� � LM N O ،2 P! QRIJ ST LU���� 7 2

/ V�*% W  �<X �� �@ D�� Y  +Z[�� \ ] 2؛ _` a b c@ K
 = d���*�=  ِ�
�
 ��f g۔ 3 @� �hC i%j k l 

� m nf 2۔IJo� ٓ� p / LM  ���� q IJr sIJ � ���t 1 2 uIJ 
  +Z[�� L� ٓ��vw x /  C�y z��’’| ������  ��} ،~I

�
J  ،Z��� ،l ‘‘ �� ��C� k �� �� ��� / �` ��� ~

� � !� �۔
�
�8�� 7� 45 

ةِ، وَا“ ورُ هِدَايَةُ اpِم' كْرُ مِفْتَاحُ الفَتْحِ، وَالن? وحِ، وَالذِّ يقُ الر? اطُ طَرِ َ ِwّورِ، وَال َ� الن? ْ �xَ ُرَةُ القَلْب َ َ FX ُة َyْzِ
 � جَّ�ِ   ”.13الت'

"� ~I
�
J ،����� � ����� Z��� ،2 � � ��} sIJ2۔ � � A | ������ ، �

 ���� 7 � ��} ،� 7 "  

 V�*% W 2 � B�*C = ��� Z��� 9 ��`� �؛: �X 2 �� ��� sIJ :� ��� �� 7� �����  ����� ���  +Z[�� 3
 W 2  �<� ��� ���   �H Y IJ�����   W 2 2؛ {�� �
¡¢ B�*C = ��� ~I

�
J 2؛ �*�=~ ��£�� k ����'
 ¤¥��� / ¦�*C = Y V�*%

 ­� 2؛ ������ | ��� �� Y ¨ ©�� ª« & ¬ 2 § 2۔
 Y � B�*C = 7 ®} z�� ،� ���  �<��¯�� °± ² �}��IJ  �

 ������� z��³  �� L´ W ،µ! �*� =G8’’ �<ء���vw 7� ‘‘

� ·IJ �����vw: 
“� �ِ���� ¹ : �hº�� ����� ��IJ ����  �<�*
 =� ٓ�IJ» �

�
��*C = ���� ��C� ¼ ِ��IJ IJ» �IJ�½

$ ¾¿ À �ِ���� �*� = ���� V�*% ؛À �ِ���� ¹ ،.”  
" b ��

�
�������IJ � ¼ Ã � 

�
��� � À K�=  ChC Ä p / V�*% ؛� À ��Å��IJ ،

�
��� � � K
 =�� :� 

�
��� ��IJ /  �<�*
 =� ٓ�

  "Æ۔
����� s��� ÇÈ � B�*C = :2 �*�ÉÊË�� Ì �IJÍ &  ����� µ�

�
�G K
 =�� � �` 7� a ،b Î �� 

 / LM È L� ٓ��vw  ِ +Z[�� & D�� 2۔ ÏÐ’’°���*  ��Ñ ~� �۔ ‘‘ ��%$ �
¡¢ LU���� K
 =�� IJr ����� / V�*% a ·IJ b
.�*% /  �

 �� ٓ� ���t �@ D�� passive f Ø�* $% & � 7� K
 =�� ² ��Ù B�*C = a �*�ÉÊË�� b Ú 2۔ �*� =! 

����� Û 7  �<Ü L� ٓ��vw  ������  ،9: ��  ������ Ý ،d���*�= B�*C =  ، �h
 i%Þ ß  C�y ��  ����� �  �����
 à ���*C =  �'( ) W á ���} â�� K
 =�� :2 �'( )W LU���� � ª« ��� W 2 ã��  �

 �� 7 ��� �ä 2۔ åt ²  �h
 æçèé 7�

/ LM à &  C<ê2۔ ëH ì��IJ  
����� �� �� :���í î����� �� �� :���í î����� �� �� :���í î����� �� �� :���í î ����� ����� ����� �����————3ð �� � ñòæ

�� ó / ��� ������ �3ð �� � ñòæ
�� ó / ��� ������ �3ð �� � ñòæ
�� ó / ��� ������ �3ð �� � ñòæ
�� ó / ��� ������ � 

�����  ������ �� �ِ� �IJÍ Y ôõ LU���� 7 D��  ������ ö�� �� 7 � &  C�y ��� ��� �}��IJ  �����
�÷ ø ùó  ������ ú �û 7 �}��IJ ü ،� ·IJ ý��   ������ 7¢ ،P�*C =þ K
  2۔ �� & � ��= �*� =f �  �� &


P~ K 2۔ ����� =� & � / À Y ���t � ��I
�
J / �

�
�8�� ������ �� ،��� ،�� W 2 ¼ s�* ّ
Éº &  �����

 & ¦�*C = .�*% /  �

 ������� Ý �� ������ 
 ، C

� �Ð �GIJ 7 ¬ 2  �<� �� ���} K
 =�� � � & �}��IJ ۔� P`��


 2۔�� 
�� L�` 7 D�� ������ 
$

D���� 7  �<� �� / ö�� D�� ü ،2 �� ö�� �� 7 
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� ����   !��" # $ % & '()�� # * �+� ,�-   	.: 
“0  ِ��2  ��34
��� 
��� �56 ,� ٓ� 8  

8  ِ��2 0 9ِ�+� , 
:;< = َ��  ��?14”  
" #  ��2 	B CDE۔� 'G ��H �IJ


�
� K L MN   O34
� 	B P Q �+R,S C�� �34  ;T; U 
�34�� ،Q �+R,� ٓ� V 
�J��"  

 W�+X
� YR, 
������ # Z�+; , V�� [ ،\
:;< ] ^ _
� `   a bcd % * 	. e Q �+R ,^ 
fg h�+ ij  ;kl�� m n
O34
� 9o 	�34��Q p۔ �� qr   st u��34 v��w��  


�
���� x *    ��’’z34 M��
�c ‘‘ 
fg h �| Q I �
�   }~ L

Q �+R۔ ,G ��
���34 " q�� # ��+X ��+X # }~ ��+; , 
�34�� 	� ،���� Y6 ,�� * 
ا“ َ �kِقَتْ مَعَان َ ْ F{َالقَلْبِ أ � لَتْ &�ِ ِ � ُ �Q ةُ نُورٌ، وَإِذَا َ ِTَ15ال.”  
"Q �+R ,G q


�
��+�, " q��  ;T; U 
�34�� ،Q 
�c * ۔� �2 G �34
� � MN # b�� P"  

 #  �+� ,�- e  ;T; U ،Q  �+R���
� � V ���
�c L b��  


�
���� M(� x * Y6 ,��
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