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Abstract 
This study presents an analytical examination of modernist scholars’ 
efforts and their methodologies of inference (Manahij al-Istinbat) in 
addressing contemporary issues. Adopting a qualitative research 
methodology, the research employs textual and content analysis of 
primary works by key modernist thinkers, classical Usul al-Fiqh texts, 
and contemporary academic literature. It explores how modernists 
reinterpret foundational sources, integrate rational tools, and apply 
ijtihad to derive contextually relevant rulings. Comparative analysis 
is used to evaluate modernist approaches against traditional 
frameworks, with emphasis on flexibility, contextualization, and 
Maqasid al-Shariah. The findings reveal that modernist methodologies 
have broadened Islamic jurisprudence’s engagement with modernity, 
yet they also raise critical questions about methodological consistency 
and adherence to textual authority. 
Keywords: Modernists, Ijtihad, Manahij al-Istinbat, Contemporary 
issues, Maqasid al-Shariah. 
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Fazlur Rahman writes:  
Islam must be reinterpreted in every age in terms of the moral and 

social conditions of that age.2 
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Wael Hallaq observes: 
Islamic law has always possessed an internal mechanism for 

adaptation and renewal.6 
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Jasser Auda writes: 
Maqasid offer a holistic and dynamic framework for contemporary 

ijtihad.8 
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Noah Feldman writes:  
The challenge today is to harmonize the legacy of classical 

jurisprudence with modern governance.10 
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Wael Hallaq writes: 
Custom (‘urf) has functioned as a crucial interpretive tool in Islamic 

law.14 
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Jasser Auda writes: 
Systems theory allows us to rethink usul al-fiqh in a 

multidimensional way.16 
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Noel Coulson writes: 
Collective ijtihad has become an institutional necessity in the modern 

Muslim world.18 
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Tariq Ramadan writes: 
Contextual reading is indispensable for applying Islamic teachings 

today.20 
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   �nÞ ß��  �=>à �á  â ãAn Introduction to Islamic Finance : F Å �  
Islamic finance is not merely interest-free banking; it is a complete 

ethical framework.22 
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Rashid al-Ghannouchi writes:  

Public freedoms are rooted in the higher objectives of Islamic law.24 
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  .25مصلحة ا�*مة مقدمة ع_ مصلحة الفرد
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Khaled Abou El Fadl writes:  
The ethical trajectory of Islamic law supports dignity and justice for 

women.26 
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Abdulaziz Sachedina writes:  
Biomedical ethics in Islam is grounded in the preservation of life and 

dignity.28 
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Gary Bunt writes:  
Digital media has transformed the way religious authority is 

produced and consumed.30 
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Noel Coulson writes:  
The tension between tradition and reform has shaped modern Islamic 

legal thought.33 
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  .34من تصدر قبل أوانه فقد تصدى ~وانه

 � � �  �;��  ��� � s۔/ �%� #0 ��%O � ���J�� ��� R�  o I� 
"%�۔ #	
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Unchecked reform risks severing Islamic law from its juristic 

heritage.36 
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