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Abstract
This study offers a critical and analytical examination of the
contemporary strategies and socio-political impacts of religious
political parties in Pakistan within the evolving political landscape of
the twenty-first century. Historically, religious parties have played a
significant role in shaping Pakistan’s ideological discourse, state
policies, and societal norms. However, changing global dynamics,
democratic pressures, media transformations, and internal political
challenges have compelled these parties to recalibrate their strategies.
The paper explores how major religious political actors such as
Jamaat-e-Islami, Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (F), Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (S),
Jamiat Ulema-e-Pakistan, Markazi Jamiat Ahl-e-Hadith Pakistan,
Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan, and Sunni Tehreek Pakistan have
adopted diverse approaches combining parliamentary participation,
street power, welfare activism, ideological training, madrassa
networks, and digital media engagement. While some parties
emphasize gradualist politics, institutional reform, and social welfare,
others rely on protest-based mobilization, emotive religious
symbolism, and mass street pressure to influence state decisions.
Through a comparative analysis, the study highlights how these
varied strategies have produced distinct forms of political influence
ranging from legislative and ideological impact to public opinion
shaping and state-society negotiation. The paper also critically
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assesses the limitations faced by these parties, including electoral
underperformance, internal fragmentation, leadership crises, and
tensions between democratic norms and confrontational politics. The
study concludes that religious political parties in Pakistan cannot be
understood as a monolithic force; rather, they represent a complex,
evolving spectrum of ideological commitments, organizational
capacities, and strategic choices that continue to shape Pakistan’s
political and religious discourse.

Keywords: Religious Political Parties in Pakistan, Political Islam,
Contemporary Religious Politics, Street Power and Protest Politics,
Parliamentary Islamism, Madrassa Networks, Sectarian Dynamics,
State-Religion Relations.
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