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Abstract 

This research-oriented and critical study explores the historical and 
intellectual formation of feminism through the theoretical framework 
of Leila Ahmed, a leading Muslim feminist scholar. The study aims to 
reconceptualize feminism not as a universal or monolithic ideology, 
but as a discourse shaped by specific historical, cultural, and colonial 
contexts. Drawing primarily on Ahmed’s seminal work Women and 
Gender in Islam, the paper examines how Western feminist narratives 
have historically constructed representations of Muslim women 
within colonial discourse, and how Ahmed critically deconstructs 
these representations. The study further highlights Ahmed’s 
reinterpretation of Islamic history and textual traditions to reassess 
women’s status in Muslim societies. By challenging both Western 
hegemonic feminism and indigenous patriarchal structures, Leila 
Ahmed offers an alternative feminist epistemology that plays a 
significant role in the intellectual formation of Muslim feminism. 
This research thus contributes meaningfully to contemporary feminist 
and gender studies scholarship. 

Keywords: Leila Ahmed; Feminism; Muslim Feminism; Feminist 
Theory; Gender Studies; Colonial Discourse; Islam and Gender; 
Women and Gender in Islam. 
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رَ  " َ َ /D ن� إِ�� مَا ُ َ+Eَين /َ زِ .Hِن� وََ� يُبْد ُ فَظْنَ فُرُو��َ ْ َ .Aَؤْمِنَاتِ يَغْضُضْنَ مِنْ أَبْصَارِهِن� و ُSْ /َ وَقُل لِّ ْ�H ِ ْ/Uَا ۖ وَلْي َ ْ /Eِم 

ن� إِ�� لِبُعُ  ُ َ+Eَين /َ زِ .Hِن� ۖ وََ� يُبْد ِ ِ�Yمُرِهِن� ع5ََٰ جُيُو ُ/ ِ�A ِن� أَوْ أَبْنَاء ِ ِ�Yن� أَوْ أَبْنَا ِ ِ+Eَءِ بُعُول ن� أَوْ آ��َ ِ ِ�Y ن� أَوْ آ��َ ِ ِ+Eَول
ن� أَوْ مَا مَلَكَتْ أَ  ِ ِ�Yن� أَوْ نِسَا ِ ِ+Yأَخَوَا . ن� أَوْ بَ�/ِ ِ ِ/Yإِخْوَا . ن� أَوْ بَ�/ِ ِ ِ/Yن� أَوْ إِخْوَا ِ ِ+Eَبُعُول ِ /َ غَ,.ْ .bِابِع ن� أَوِ الت� ُ ُ/Yا َ ْ.8

بَ أُ  رْ ِc�ْا .dِرْجُلِهِن� لِ و َ� ِ�� َ/ ْ�H ِ ْ/Uَسَاءِ ۖ وََ� ي /َ fَْ يَظْهَرُوا ع5ََٰ عَوْرَاتِ النِّ .Hِذ فْلِ ال� جَالِ أَوِ الطِّ يُعkََْ مَا ةِ مِنَ الرِّ
 ْlُ ؤْمِنُونَ لَعَل� ُmْهَ ا يعًا أَي* ِ َ �o ِ �pا dَِن� ۚ وَتُوبُوا إ ِ ِ+Eَين /َ مِن زِ .bِف ْ/ ُ .A  ُ11"ونَ تُفْلِح  
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